
 

Instructional module: “Coming to America, 1880-1924” 

VOCABULARY 

Anti-Semitism 
Discriminating against and persecuting Jews. 

Ashkenazim 
The Jews who settled in or came from Central, Northern, and Eastern Europe. 

Assimilation 
When a minority group is absorbed into the culture of a country. 

Community 
A group of people living together as a smaller social unit within a larger one, and having interests in 
common. 

Conversos 
Spanish word meaning to convert or change a religious belief. Here, Jews who converted to 
Christianity during the Inquisition.  

Holocaust 
The systematic destruction of over six million European Jews by the German Nazis during World War 
II. 

Immigration 
The act of people entering a new country in order to settle there. 

Inquisition 
In Spain in 1478, a tribunal notorious for its cruel and extreme practices against those accused of 
heresy. Called for Jews to convert to Christianity.  

Isolationism 
One who opposes the involvement of his/her country in international alliances or agreements. 

Judaism 
A religion based on the laws and teaching of the Hebrew Scriptures and the Talmud. 

Ladino 
A Spanish dialect with some elements of Hebrew. Spoken by Sephardic Jews in Turkey and some 
other Mediterranean countries. 



Marranos 
Spanish word for Jews who were forced to convert to Christianity, but secretly practiced Judaism. 

Merchant 
Someone who makes a living by trading goods and merchandise. 

Piecework 
A fixed rate paid per piece of work done, such as clothing. 

Pluralism 
The existence of groups within a nation or society distinctive in ethnic origin, cultural patterns or 
religion. 

Quota 
The number of people that are allowed or admitted into a country. 

Recife, Brazil 
Seaport in Northeastern Brazil on the Atlantic Ocean. 

Segregation 
Legally enforced separation of a race, class or ethnic group. 

Sephardim 
The Jews of Spain and Portugal and their descendants. 

Strike 
The action of refusing to work until certain demands are met by the employer. 

Sweatshops 
A shop where employees work long hours at low wages under poor working conditions. 

Tenements 
An apartment building divided into small apartments, often just one room, usually run-down and 
overcrowded. 

Union 
An association of workers to promote and protect the welfare, interest, and rights of its members, 
primarily by collective bargaining. 

West Indies 
Large group of islands between North America and South America. 

Yiddish 
Language derived from medieval High German spoken by Eastern European Jews and their 
descendants. It is written in the Hebrew alphabet and contains vocabulary borrowed from Hebrew, 
Russian, Polish, and English. 
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